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Boyne Navigation Transfer Bill. 


[Thursday, 23 rd April 189C] The Bill was read a second time, and committed to a 
Select Committee of Five Members, Three to be nominated by the House, and Two by the 
Committee of Selection. 

Ordered,— [Thursday, 23rd April 1896] That all Petitions against the Bill presented 
Three clear days before the meeting of the Committee be referred to the Committee ; that 
the Petitioners praying to be heard by themselves, their Counsel, or Agents, be heard against 
the Bill, and Counsel heard in support of the Bill. 

That the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records. 


That Three be the Quorum of the Committee. 


Committee nominated of — 

Mr. Hanbury. 

Mr. M'Ghee. 

Colonel Waring. 

Sir Edward Gourley. 
Sir Reginald Hanson. 


Nominated by the House. 

[Monday, 11th May 1896.] 

Added by the Committee of Selection. 
[Tuesday, 12 th May 1896.] 


REPORT - 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE P- 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 
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REPORT. 




THE SELECT COMMITTEE to whom the Boyne Navigation Transfer 

Bill was referred ; Have examined the allegations of the Bill, and taken 

Evidence thereon, which they have agreed to Report to the House ; and have gone 
through the Bill, and made Amendments thereunto. 

4 June 1896. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[ iv ] 


PKOCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


Monday, 18ti May 1896. 


Mr. Hanbury. 
Mr. M'Ghee. 
Colonel Waring. 


MEMBERS PRESENT : 

Sir Edward Gourley. 
Sir Reginald Hanson. 


Mr. Hanbury was called to the Chair. 

The Committee deliberated. 

[Adjourned till Thursday, 4th June, at Twelve o’clock. 


Thursday, 4th June 1896. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Hanbury in the Chair. 

Mr. M'Ghee. j Sir Edward Gourley. 

Colonel Waring. Sir Reginald Hanson. 

BOYNE NAVIGATION TRANSFER BILL. 

Mr. Cameron, Agent, was heard in support of the Bill. 

Mr. William M. Lang, Mr. G. A. Stevenson, Mr. Octavius 11. Braddell, and Mr. John 
Chadwick were sworn, and examined. 

Preamble postponed. 

Clauses considered. • 

Clauses 1 — 5, agreed to. 

Clause 6, amended, and agreed to. 

Clause 7, amended, and agreed to. 

Clauses 8 — 21, agreed to. 

Clause 22. — Amendment proposed, in page 9, line 39, to leave out the words “with or 
without horses, mules, or other cattle (Mr. M'Ghee).— Question put, That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the Clause. — The Committee divided : 

Ayes, 2. | Noes, 2. 

Colonel Waring. | Mr. M'Ghee. 

Sir Reginald Hanson. [ Sir Edward Gourley. 

Whereupon the Chairman declared himself with the Ayes. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 23 — 28, agreed to. 

Clause 29, amended, and agreed to. 

New Clause (For saving rights under Crown Lands Act, 18G6), brought up, and read the 
first and second time, and added to the Bill. 

The First Schedule, agreed to. 

The Second Schedule, amended, and agreed to. 

Preamble amended, by striking out such portions thei’eof as seemed unnecessary. 

Question, That the Preamble, as amended, is proved, — put, and agreed to. 

Ordered, To Report the Bill, as amended, together with the Minutes of Evidence. 
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list of witnesses. 


Thursday , it/i June 1 896. 


Mr. William M. Lane - 


Mr. Gr. A. Stevenson - 
Mr. Octavius H. Braddell 
Mr. John Chadwick 
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Thursday, 4th June 1896. 


MEMBERS PRESENT : 

Mr. Hanbury. Sir Reginald Hauson. 

Mr. M‘Ghee. j Colonel Waring. 

Sir Edward Gourley. 

Mr. HANBURY in the Chair. 


Mr. Cameron stated that the object of the Bill 
was to transfer the undertaking of the Upper 
and Lower Boyne Navigation from the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in Ireland to a Limited 


Company specially constituted for the purpose of 
maintaining that Navigation in an efficient 
manner. He further stated that there were no 
Petitions against the Bill. 


Mr. William M. Lane, called in ; 


Mr. Cameron. 

1. You are Solicitor to Board of Works in 
I reland ? — I am. 

2. Will you just explain to the Committee the 
| Navigation which is proposed to be transferred 
1 by the Bill ; it consists of two Navigations, does 
y it not, the Upper Navigation and the Lower 
® Navigation? — Yes. 

3. What is the entire length of the two Navi- 

: gations ? — Eighteen miles 75 chains. What is 

called the Lower Navigation extends from 
Drogheda to Carrickdexter Loch, a distance of 
12 miles 63 chains, and the Upper Navigation 
extends from Carrickdexter Loch to Navan. 
which is a distance of 6 miles 12 chains. 

4. The Lower Navigation from Drogheda to 
Carrickdexter was worked and maintained by 
the Board of Works from 1834 to 1894 ? — That 

'$> is so. 

5. By whom up to 1894 was the Upper 
Navigation from Carrickdexter to Navan worked 
and maintained ? — By the River Boyne Com- 
pany who were incorporated by an Irish Act 
of 1790. 

6. In 1894 that company assigned their in- 
terest to the Board of Works ? — Yes ; the agree- 
ment is scheduled to the Bill under which that 
company agreed to transfer their interest in that 
part of the navigation. 

! 7. They were financially unable to continue 
the navigation ? — They were utterly insolvent. 
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and Examined. 

Mr. Cameron — continued. 

8. In fact had not the Board of Works stepped 
in the navigation would have completely stopped ? 
— We were daily afraid that it would stop. 

9. The navigation was in a very bad state of 
repair ? — In very bad repair. 

10. And there were no means of raising 
further money to put it into a proper state of 
repair ? — None whatever ; they had not money 
enough even to pay their debts. 

11. Then in 1894 the Boyne Navigation Com- 
pany was registered, that company consisting of 
gentlemen in the district and other persons 
interested in the navigation, with a view to 
taking over the navigation and maintaining it ? — 
On the 30th of July 1894 the Boyne Navigation 
Company, Limited, was registered. 

12. With a capital of 5,000/. ? — Yes, and they 
can increase that capital, if the Bill passes, to any 
extent they think fit. 

Sir Edward Gourley. 

13. What was the amount of the debt taken 
over ? — £.205 was the total amount of the debt. 

14. Of the Upper and the Lower Navigation ? 
— That was the debt of the Upper Navigation. 
We, the Board of Works, worked the Lower 
Navigation from Drogheda to Carrickdexter from 
1834 to 1894. Before 1790 the canal was navi- 
gable from Drogheda to Carrickdexter. Then, 
by an Act of the Irish Parliament in 1790 the 

a 4 old 
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4 June 1896.] Mr. Lane, [ Continued, 


Sir Edward Gourley — continued, 
old River Boyne Company was constituted* 
and had vested in them the navigation 
from Drogheda to Trim; and the Act provided 
that if they failed to complete the navigation to 
Trim within five years after they had completed 
the navigation to Navan then they were to lose 
the navigation from Drogheda to Carrickdexter, 
and it was to vest, in the Directois of Works of 
Inland Navigation. By the 1st and 2nd Wil- 
liam IY. they were abolished, and the Board of 
Works were constituted Directors of all Inland 
Navigations in Ireland. The navigation to 
Navan was completed about 1820, but it was 
never completed to Trim. The Company went 
on working the whole navigation to 1834, when 
some trader got hold of the old Act, and refused 
to pay tolls, because he said the property does 
not belong to you ; and then the Board of 
Works were forced to take over the Lower 
Navigation in 1834, and they worked it from 
1834 to 1894. 


Mr. G. A. Stevenson, 
Mr. Cameron. 

19.. Are you one of the Commissioners of 
Public Works in Ireland ? — Yes. 

20. You know the history of this navigation ? 
— Yes. 

21. I understand the lower part of the navi- 
gation has been worked by the Commissioners in 
as cheap a manner as they could work it ? — Yes, 
consistently with keeping it in a fair state of 
repair. 

22. The receipts have not been enough to 
meet the expenses ? — No ; there has been a 
steady loss. 

23. What have been the receipts from tolls? 
— The tolls have varied. I have here from 
1847. In 1847 we received 995/. as tolls. In 
1850, practically after the opening of the rail- 
way, they fell to 578/. Then they got. down to 
165/. in 1890, dwindling down to 131/. in 1894. 

24. The canal got into a state of disrepair ? — 
Not the lower part, but the upper part got into 
a very bad state. 

25. It became unnavigable ? — Barely naviga- 
ble ; only for vessels of light draught. 

26. In your opinion would it be for the 
interest of the public that the whole navigation 
should be Avorked as one? — Distinctly. 

27. In 1894, as we have heard, the Boyne 
Navigation Company, Limited, was constituted ? 
— Yes. 

28. Of whom does that company consist ? — It 
consists principally of the Drogheda Steam 
Packet Company, who have a great interest in 
the navigation, and of millowners and merchants 
at Drogheda and Navan. 

29. The Treasury by this transfer will get rid 
of an annual loss ? — They will get rid of an 
annual nett loss on the working. 


Colonel Warinq. 

15. Have you any record of the amount of 
traffic ? — Our accountant can give the Returns 
from the year 1834 up to 1894 so far as our 
part of the navigation is concerned. He will 
show that we have become gradually worse and 
worse. After the opening of the Great Northern 
Railway the receipts gradually went down until 
there has been a loss every year. The accountant 
will give you all particulars. 

Chairman. 

16. There has been a loss every year since the 
construction of the railway ? — Yes, practically. 

Sir Edward Gourley. 

17. There is not much traffic on the navigation 
now ? — Not very much. 

18. There is a large trade in Drogheda? — Yes, 
Drogheda is a large cattle shipping port. 

called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. Cameron — continued. 

30. Can you say what that loss has been ? — 
Up to a few years ago 160/. or 170/. a-year. 
W e then made some reductions in the expenses ; 
some of the old servants died oftj and we were 
able to reduce the establishment charges; so 
that the loss now is 120/. a-year. 

31. That will be got rid of? — Yes. 

Sir Edward Gourley. 

32. The previous witness said the capital of the 
new company was 5,000/. ; would that be suffi- 
cient to maintain the navigation ? — £.3,500 is 
ready. 

33. Would that be sufficient to improve the 
navigation, and work the canal successfully ? — 
I think so. 

34. Does the Bill give power to increase that 
capital ? — The constitution of the company does. 

35. lo what extent? — According to necessity ; 
practically unlimited. 

Colonel Waring. 

36. The upper part is canalised river ? — There 
is more actual canal on the upper part than on 
the lower. 

37. The black line indicates the canal? — Yes. 

Sir Edward Gourley. 

38. What is it used for now ; is there any laro-e 
traffic? Yes; there is a certain amount of 
traffic ; the new company have been working it 
for the Board of Works temporarily; the traffic 
has been going on. They have made temporary 
repairs ; they have put up some new gates 
sufficient to make the canal workable. 


Mr. Octavius H. Braddell, called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. Cameron. Mr. Cameron— continued. 

J* 9, Ah .? y° u . Accountant to the Board of and the Lower Navigation together have cost the 
Works in Ireland ?— Yes. country ?—£. 15 0,800. 

40. Do you know what. the Upper Navigation 41. How is that made up? — £.75,000 was 

granted 
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Mr. Braddell. 


[ Continued. 


Mr. Cameron — continued, 
o-ranted before the year 1800 by the Irish Par- 
liament., and 85,800/. by the Directors General 
of Inland Navigations who were appointed in 
1800. 

42. Then in addition to that how much was 
contributed by the undertakers? — £.52,667. 

43. The Board of Works took over the Lower 
Navigation in 1834 ? — Yes ; and a loan of 2,750/. 
was then obtained to put the works into repair, 
which was repaid in 1857 out of the surplus tolls 
after paying working expenses. 

44. Have the receipts been steadily going 

■ down?— The receipts have been going down 
H steadily from 1847, the year when the tolls were 
Bj at the highest, till 1894. 

45. In fact, the receipts have not been enough 
aft to keep up the maintenance of the works ? — 

■ Since 1888 there has been an annual vote of 
Parliament in aid of the navigation. 

Sir Edward G our ley. 

46. What is the total amount this has cost ? — 
£.160,000 of public money, and 52,000/. of 
Undertakers’ money. 

Mr. John Chadwick, 
Mr. Cameron. 

52. You are Chairman of the Boyne Naviga- 
tion Company, Limited, which was registered as 
a limited company in 1894 ? — Yes. 

; 53. The object of that Company was to take 

over the Boyne Navigation and manage it as a 
I' whole? — For the public benefit, and for the 
benefit of the traders of Navan and Drogheda. 

54. The Company was established for the 

■ special purpose of taking over the navigation ? 
'•ii —Yes, with the view of benefiting the traders of 
|n Drogheda and Navan and the district. 

I 55. You are an owner of mills ? — Part owner 
■'of mills on the river near Navan; there are 
several other millowners. There is a consider- 
' 1 able corn trade in the district. 

H 56. You are anxious not to see this canal 
become derelict ?— Yes. If it were allowed to 
become derelict we should be in the hands of 
the Railway Company. The Railway Company 
raised their rates three years ago, but since we 
have taken over the Navigation and worked 
E it, the Railway Company have reduced the 
E rates. 

57. What Schedule of Rates do you propose 
f to adopt ? — The Schedule of Rates adopted by 

the Grand Canal Company of Ireland. 

58. And you think, with proper management 
| and care, you may make this concern pay its 
i wa y ? — We feel sure, with proper management 
I and care, it will pay its way, and keep itself in 

order. 

59. The main object with which gentlemen in 
the district have subscribed their money to this 
limited company is to save this canal? — Yes. 

60. You have done a little in anticipation of 
this Bill passing ; you have had a steam barge 
specially built for the canal? — Yes, we have had 
a steam barge specially built for the canal. 
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Sir Edward Gourley — continued. 

47. All is now purchased for 5,000/. by the 
new Company ? — Yes. 

Colonel Waring. 

48. A great many of the improvements are 
worn out ? — Yes. There was a serious falling off 
in the receipts when the railway started. 

Sir Reginald Hanson. 

49. The difference between the receipts and 
the working expenses has had to be defrayed by 
the Treasury? — Since 1888 the expenditure has 
been from 250/. to 400/. a year, and the receipts 
from 120/. to 150/. ; the difference has been 
found by the Treasury. 

Sir Edioard Gourley. 

50. Altogether the canal has cost over 
200,000/. of public money ? — Yes ; that is in- 
cluding the Undertakers’ money. 

51. It did not improve under the Board of 
Works ? — The lower part was reported to be in 
very good order. It only came into the posses- 
sion of the Board of Works in 1834, and they 
worked it for 30 years. 

called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. Cameron — continued. 

61. You have also erected a large goods store 
at Navan? — Yes, and we hope to build one at 
Slane. 

62. You think the prospects of the canal are 
very fair? — Yes; the results of working have 
been satisfactory since we have been working the 
canal. 

Sir Edward Gourley. 

63. You say you have built a store at Navan ? 
—Yes, we have built that large goods store 
simply for the benefit of the traders getting their 
goods by canal. 

64. Have you any understanding with the 
Board of Works that, you are to contribute 
towards their loss? — No, I think they have got 
the best of the bargain. No doubt if the thing 
is properly looked after it will more than pay 
expenses. 

65. You have taken it over for the public good 
rather than that of the shareholders ? — Most of 
the shareholders are interested in trade between 
Navan and Drogheda. 

Colonel Waring. 

66. You would have a coal traffic as well as a 
corn traffic ? — Y es, a general traffic. 

67. The coal traffic is what you want to keep 
the railway most in order about ? — They require 
to be kept in order with regard to the corn traffic 
too. 

The Preamble was read and postponed. 

Clauses l to 6 inclusive were read and 
agreed to. 

On Clause 7. 

A letter was read from the Inspectors of 
Fisheries suggesting that on page 7, line 3, 
instead of the words “ on the regular salmon 
spawning grounds ” it should read “ on or 
near any salmon spawning grounds.” 

B 68. (To 
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4 June 1896.] Mr. Chadwick. [ Continued . 


Chairman. 

68. (To Mr. Stevenson.') What do you say to 
that proposed amendment ? — I thought the word 
“ regular ” was a little uncertain. 

The words 4C on or near any ” were inserted 
instead of the words “ the regular.” 

The Clause, as amended, was passed. 

Clauses 8 to 21 inclusive were read, and 
agreed to. 


On Clause 22. 

Mr. M'Ghce.] I suggest that the words 
“ or without,” in line 39, are unnecessary. 
People would be prevented from walking 
along the banks of the Boyne. 

Mr. Lane.] If a man walks along the 
towing path of the canal he commits no 
trespass. 

Mr. M i Ghee.] Would he he committing 
a trespass if ho came with a horse, or a mule, 
or cattle ? 

Mr. Lane.] Yes, if he came to graze his 
horse, or mule, or cattle. 

Mr. M ( Ghee.] This says with or without 
them. 

Mr. Lane.] We have pieces of land on 
the banks inclosed, the lock-keepers gardens 
and so on. A man might come in and 
trespass and break down the fences. 

Mr. M‘Ghee.] I think the words “ wil- 
fully commit any trespass ” would be 
sufficient without saying afterwards “ with- 
out horses, mules, or other cattle.” 

Chairman.] You say if a man was walking 
along the bank of the canal he would not be 
committing a trespass ? 

Mr. Lane.] Certainly not. If there is 
any objection to the words “ with or with- 
out” horses, mules, or other cattle,” they 
could be struck out. 

Mr. M‘ Ghee.] I do not object to the 
words “ with horses, mules, or other 
cattle,” so long as the words “ or without ” 
are left out. 

Mr. Cameron.] I think the whole of the 
words must come out if they are not all left 
in. 

Mr. Lane.] Yes, I think they had better 
all be taken out. 

Mr.. M‘ Ghee.] The clause as it stands 
now imposes a penalty of 51 on any 
person trespassing without horses and so on ; 
that is the objection I have to it. I quite 
approve of the Clause so far as it pro- 
tects the company against trespass by 


persons with horses and mules, 'or cattle, but 
I strongly object to persons being punished 
for walking along the banks of the canal. 
There is no danger to life that requires any 
special provision, and the ordinary law as 
regards trespass ought to be sufficient to 
protect the company. 

Mr. Lane.] This is a clause which is 
inserted in all the old Navigation Acts. 

Mr. M‘Ghec.] But perhaps the time has 
come for making an alteration. 

Mr. Lane.] You must bear in mind that 
51. is the maximum penalty. 

Chairman.] I understand the honourable 
Member to say that he is willing that there 
should be this penalty of 51. for trespassing 
with horses, mules, or other cattle, but he 
asks that the ordinary law should apply to 
people trespassing without horses, mules, or 
cattle. 

Mr. L.ane.] This is only emphasising the 
ordinary law. 

Mr. M‘ Ghee.] It is a large penalty. 

Chairman.] Is there any objection to 
leaving the company to the ordinary remedy 
for trespassing ? 

Colonel Waring.] I think the ordinary 
law as to trespass is very inefficient. 

Mr. i)l‘Ghee.] I know there are private 
companies which have these powers, and they 
have used them tyrannically against certain 
sections of the public. 

Sir Edward Gourlei/.] If a farmer wanted 
to bring his horse to some place on the 
canal to water he would be trespassing under 
this clause. 

Mr. Lane.] There would not be places 
along the banks of the canal where horses 
could be taken to drink. 

Colonel Waring.] It would not be a 
trespass so long as the towpath was kept 
to. 

Chairman.] The case Mr. M‘Ghee is put- 
ting is the case of a man without horses or 
cattle. 

Mr. M‘ Ghee.] Yes. I want people to 
have free access along the banks of the 
river, and if they trespass elsewhere I would 
let them be dealt with by the ordinary law, 
and not in this special way. This gives an 
exceptional power to the company which 
they may be able to use against a section of 
the public. 

I he Clause was passed without amend- 
ment. 

Clauses 23 to 29 inclusive were read and 
agreed to. 

The Schedules were read and agreed to. 
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ON THE BOYNE NAVIGATION TRANSFER BILL. 


4 June 1896. 


On the Preamble. 

Mr. William M. Lane, re-called; and further Examined. 

Chairman. Chav-man — continued. 

69. Will you explain why the recitals of the navigation was originally contemplated to go 
Preamble on page 1 and at the top of page 2 have from Drogheda to Edenderry by Trim. Then 
been struck out ? — W e considered those recitals those sums voted by the Irish Parliament were 
unnecessary. We thought the best way to start found to be insufficient, and by the 29th of 
the Preamble would be to start with the Irish George III. the Irish Parliament in effect said, 
Act of the 80th of George III., chapter 40, in regard to a number of navigations in Ireland, 
constituting the River Boyne Company with If you give so much money we will give so 
whom we are dealing. I can give you the past much. In the case of the Boyne Navigation 
history up to that time. Iiy an Irish Act passed they said: If you subscribe 25,000/., we will 
in the 2nd of George I., which was an Act for give you 12,500/. Accordingly, a lot of gentle- 
encouraging the draining and improving of bogs men in the district and traders on the navigation 
and low-lying grounds, and for the carriage and did subscribe 25,000/., and they got the 12,500/., 
conveyance of goods from one part to another and then those subscribers were constituted 
within the kingdom of Ireland, the Members of the River Boyne Company by the 30th of 
Parliament, and the Justices of the Peace George III., chapter 40, and we propose, as we 
for the different districts in which the consider the former history unnecessary, to start 
navigations were to be made were ap- with the 30th George III., chapter 40, which 
pointed Commissioners, and they could themselves constitutes the River Boyne Company, 
go on with the Avorks or they could employ m, n , , , , 

undertakers to do the works ; and from time to The Preamble, as amended, was agreed to. 

time this particular Boyne Navigation Avas voied The Chairman was directed to report the 

various sums by the Irish Parliament. The Bill Avith the amendment to the House. 
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